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social spirit, for this makes an individual feel more at home in
the life of other days than in his own. A professedly cultural
education is peculiarly exposed to this danger. An idealized
past becomes the refuge and solace of the spirit; present-day
concerns are found sordid, and unworthy of attention. But as
a rule, the absence of a social environment in connection with
which learning is a need and a reward is the chief reason for
the isolation of the school; and this isolation renders school
knowledge inapplicable to life and so infertile in character.
A narrow and moralistic view of morals is responsible for
the failure to recognize that all the aims and values which are
desirable in education are themselves moral.     Discipline,
natural   development,  culture, social  efficiency, are moral
traits — marks of a person who is a worthy member of that
society which it is the business of education to further.    There
is an old saying to the effect that it is not enough for a man
to be good; he must be good for something.   The something
for which a man must be good is capacity to live as a social
member so that what he gets from living with others balances
with what he contributes.     What he gets and gives as a
human being, a being with desires, emotions, and ideas, is not
external possessions, but a widening and deepening of con-
scious Me—a more intense, disciplined, and expanding realiza-
tion of meanings.   What he materially receives and gives is at
most opportunities and means for the evolution of conscious
life.   Otherwise, it is neither giving nor taking, but a shift-
ing about of the position of things in space, like the stirring
of water and sand with a stick.   Discipline, culture, social
efficiency,  personal refinement, improvement of character
are but phases of the growth of capacity nobly to share in
such a balanced experience.   And education is not a mere
means to such a life.   Education is such a life.   To main-
tain  capacity for such education is the essence of morals.
For conscious life is a continual beginning afresh.

